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The recent decline of water levels 
across the Great Lakes has generated 
considerable media coverage and 
alarming pronouncements about 
climate change. But a new report by 
researchers with the U.S. Geological 
Survey documents a natural variation 
in Great Lakes levels throughout 
millenniums.  Moreover, the fluctu-
ations of the past century have been 
far less dramatic than previous ones. 
The geologic record also reveals 
thousands of years of significant 
climate variability in the Great Lakes 
region. 
Great Lakes Levels in Constant Flux 
By Douglas A. Wilcox, Todd A. Thompson, Robert K. Booth and J.R. Nicholas 
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Missouri River is at all time historical low-water level ! 
   The present drought and precipitation shifts are consistent with 
changing climate scenarios associated with increased levels of CO2 from 
coal fired power plants -- the “New Normal”.  While precipitation has 
shifted to the east, the infrastructure has not.  Now, more water falls 
downstream of the dams, diminishing the hydropower available to WAPA. 
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Predicted Western Water Crises Areas 
Do Not Include Proposed Energy 
Development Projects 
Proposed Electricity Generation and  
Associated  Transmission Projects 
Depend on adequate water supplies. 
Rights to Water Supplies: Single Greatest Constraint on Future  
Energy Development and Greatest Threat to Tribal Water Rights. 
Only Wind Power produces utility scale electricity                       
w ithout consuming water! 
Intertribal Council On Utility Policy 
Potential Water Supply Crises Areas 
Where existing supplies are not 
adequate to meet water demands.  
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